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Legal frames:

▪ The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC, article 12 + 
basic principle)

▪ The Catalonia Act on the Rights and Opportunities during Childhood and 
Adolescence (14/2010 – section 34)

▪ The Barcelona’s Charter of Citizenship, Rights and Duties (2010, section 22)

Barcelona, a City engaged with a rights-based perspective, has several legal frames, 
strategies and plans to realize children's right to participation
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International, national and local strategies:

▪ EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child

▪ Barcelona’s new Childhood and Adolescence Plan (2021-2030) (October 2021)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/1_en_act_part1_v7_0.pdf
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/infancia/ca/canal/pla-dinfancia-2021-2030


WE WANT TO 

DECIDE!



PHASE 1: 

UNDERSTAND CHILDREN’S WELL-BEING  (survey report) 

Course 2021-2022: SURVEY to 5.300 boys & girls aged 8 to 11

PHASE 2: 

INTERPRET AND CALL FOR ACTION (workshops report)

Course 2022-2023: 38 HANDS-ON WORKSHOPS with 2.000 boys & girls aged 10 to 
11 to interpret results and call for actions. 

PHASE 3: 

OPEN DIALOGUES (Children’s Agenda)

Course 2023-2024: 13 School Spokekids groups open 36 DIALOGUES with their 
school community (school staff, families, peers). 400 boys & girls aged 10 to 11

Course 2024-2025: 1 City Spokekids group (will) open 6 dialogues with 
representatives of political groups and social platforms of the city. 30 boys & girls 

aged 11-12

“Children's Have their Say” at a glance: 3 goals in 3 circular phases
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https://institutinfancia.cat/mediateca/informe-de-primeres-dades-de-lebsib-2021/
https://institutinfancia.cat/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2023_agenda_infants_2ed_EN.pdf
https://institutinfancia.cat/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/20231121_poster_agenda_infants_ENG.pdf
https://institutinfancia.cat/en/projectes/altaveu-dinfants-els-nens-i-nenes-de-barcelona-prenen-la-paraula/
https://institutinfancia.cat/en/projectes/altaveu-dinfants-els-nens-i-nenes-de-barcelona-prenen-la-paraula/


☞ KEY INFORMANTS

Group of boys and girls speakers  

The program start from recognising that boys and girls have their own skills to be:

SURVEY

CO-INTERPRETERS 
OF THE RESULTS

“Childre’ns Have their Say” at a glance: epistemological approach 

‘to, from, and with’ childhood

OWN AGENDA
DIALOGUES WITH ADULTS

☞ SIGNIFICANT CITIZENS

☞ RESEARCHERS

6/6/2024: Solemn constitution of the City’s Spokekids Group, with Barcelona City Mayor and Childhood’s commissioner



Interests and challenges of “Childre’ns Have their Say” 
program

5 main interests

1. participation is part of a wide and representative research process that supports the contents of 

children’s participation on a rigorous evidence base

1. it guarantees the children's perspective in all phases of the process 

1. the evidence is translated into an action plan that makes visible and tangible the citizenship 

status of children and their capacity for political action

1. the program is periodic, which reflects the city's commitment and opens the opportunity to 

deepen in knowledge and better participatory processes

1. parallel research is generated on how to build better participation channels and move towards 

models of children’s authentic participation



Interests and challenges of “Childre’ns Have their Say” 
program

4 main challenges

1. The need to reinforce the value of the School Spokekids Dialogues

1. To better ensure that the participatory practices initiated continue beyond the programme. 

1. To better prepare adults for dialogue with children

1. The need for greater commitment to change on the part of adults and some form of feedback to 

children after the dialogue.



The 11 demands to improve children’s well-being

The Agenda in a short vídeo! click here

https://institutinfancia.cat/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/2023_agenda_infants_2ed_EN.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GS1uyrJPoCI&t=28s


We are more than the 

adults of the future















Volem Decidir! - resum

Visualització completa d'aquest procés participatiu per a infants i adolescents de 8 a 17 anys de Barcelona, emmarcat el la Capital Europea de la Democràcia, fins l'acte de cloenda.

La iniciativa té per objectiu escoltar les preocupacions dels infants i adolescents de la ciutat, fomentar la seva participació i tenir en compte les seves propostes per a les polítiques de la ciutat.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwM3PTBs7Zk
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